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NIVEAU

AVANCÉ

DOSSIER N° 3

	NEIL BEARDMORE - A musician's life
Structures :

· 2nd and 3rd conditional.
Vocabulary / Themes :

· Contrasting ideas.

· Musical instruments.

	To finish by
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 signifie que vous devez écouter un fichier audio pour faire cet exercice, et que vous trouverez le script correspondant dans la partie "Answer Key".

· [image: image2.png]


signifie que vous devez comprendre un document écrit pour faire l’exercice.

· [image: image3.emf]

signifie qu'il s'agit d'un exercice écrit.

· Corrigez vous-même les exercices marqués  [image: image4.png]


  en vous reportant à la partie : "Answer Key."

· Envoyez-nous pour la date prévue les réponses aux exercices marqués [image: image5.png]


.

· Prenez tout de suite connaissance de votre entretien téléphonique pour être prêt le jour du rendez-vous [image: image6.png]


.

Activity 1
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[image: image35.png] Fill in the blanks of each description using the words from the box below and then match them with the appropriate picture and give the name of each instrument.

	notes   holes   keys   sticks   pick   chin   plucked   shaped   skin   bow   blowing   fingers

	Description
	
	No.
	
	Name

	A stringed musical instrument held under the __________ and played with a __________.
	
	
	
	

	A large musical instrument played by pressing the black or white __________ of a keyboard, thus causing small hammers to strike metal strings to produce different __________.
	
	
	
	

	A wind instrument in the form of a pipe with __________ stopped by __________ or keys and a mouth hole at the side.
	
	
	
	

	An instrument consisting of a hollow, round frame with plastic or __________ stretched tightly across the open end(s) which is struck with __________ or the hands.
	
	
	
	

	A six-stringed musical instrument __________ with the fingers or a __________.
	
	
	
	

	A metal musical instrument played by __________, with keys worked by the player’s fingers, typically __________ like a long, thin letter S and used mainly for jazz.
	
	
	
	


Activity 2 
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 Listen and choose the correct answer.
1. Neil Beardmore’s job is:

a) musical director

b) musical conductor

c) assistant to the musical director

d) assistant to the musical conductor

2. His job consists mainly of:

e) preparing and organizing future productions

f) writing the operas

g) replacing the musical director when he is absent 

3. Preparation work for a production usually takes place:

h) one month before the production is on stage

i) the season before

j) it is variable

4. His current work involves:

k) completing The Marriage of Figaro project

l) rehearsing and preparing Ariane and Barbe Bleue

m) conducting rehearsals in Mr. Langret’s absence

Activity 3a 
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 Listen and complete the chart then write a brief summary of his career history. Where did he work, what did he do and how long did he stay?

	Place
	Job
	Length of stay

	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	

	
	
	


……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Activity 3b 

[image: image15.png]


[image: image16.png]


[image: image17.png]


 Listen again and answer the following questions:
1) How old was Neil when he started playing the piano?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

2) Why did he feel like taking piano lessons?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

3) Has he always liked playing the piano?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

4) When did it become a passion? And why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

5) Were his parents happy about his choice of career?  Why?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

6) Does he have regrets about his choice?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

7) Who had a particular influence on him?

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Activity 3c
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 Neil says when talking about a conditional situation set in the past: “If only I had tried, it maybe would have worked.”

Using the same form, match items from box A with items from box B, rewriting the sentences to express what would, could or might have happened in Neil’s life if he had made different choices.

The first one is done for you:
	Box A
	Box B


	a) [image: image36.wmf]He gave up his piano lessons.


	1) He had terrible regrets.

	b) He studied Law.


	2) He never took piano lessons.

	c) He did not pursue a musical career.


	3) He never became a musician.

	d) His family was not into music.


	4) He never came to Lyon.

	e) He didn't get the job at the opera of Lyon.


	5) He became a lawyer.



If he had given up his piano lessons, he would probably have never become a 


musician.

	· LANGUAGE NOTE 

· We use If + past simple, and the conditional (with would) in the second proposition when we talk about the consequence of an event as a remote possibility, or when we imagine unreal things in the present (2nd conditional):

     “If I had more time, I would read more”

· We use If + Past perfect, and the past conditional (would have + past participle) in the second proposition when we talk about something untrue in the past or unreal (3rd conditional):

“If I had known that she was ill, I would have gone to visit her at the hospital”


Activity 4a
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  Listen and fill in the blanks.  Listen to it again to check your answers.

So he was ___________there between me and the first ___________, and as you can imagine, playing a __________instrument, you have to be very supple and very flexible with your diaphragm.  I don’t know what he __________a few hours before the concert, but he ___________after the concert that simply he had to, as it ___________, clear out the system before playing his horn concerto, __________it _______________impossible for him to play because he ______________constantly ___________in something.

Activity 4b
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 Guess what would have changed in history if things had happened differently and what consequence it would have on today’s life.

For example: 
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If Mozart had not died young, he would have composed other symphonies which we would listen to today.
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Activity 5a
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 “In England, drivers respect the other drivers whereas in France drivers are individualistic.” 

( Notice the use of “whereas” here to contrast two ideas.  What other words can you think of which you can use to express contrast or opposition?  
In the following exercise, combine the sentences, using the linking words given.  You may have to change the sentences slightly.  Use each expression once.

while      whereas      however      unlike       on the other hand       

on the contrary            but

1. Florida has a warm climate.  Russia has a very cold climate.

…………………………………………………………………………

2. The most widespread religion in the U.S. is Protestantism.  In Europe, the most widespread religion is Catholicism.

…………………………………………………………………………

3. Neil likes living in France.  Many English people have problems adapting to life in France.

…………………………………………………………………………

4. The Marriage of Figaro requires a long preparation work.  Ariane et Barbe Bleue does not require extensive rehearsal time.

…………………………………………………………………………
5. We know a lot about Beethoven’s professional career.  We do not know much about his personal life.

…………………………………………………………………………

6. He used to play the piano.  He has never tried a percussion instrument.

…………………………………………………………………………

7. We cannot say that Tchaikovsky was considered as a classical composer in his time.  He received classical music training.

…………………………………………………………………………

Activity 5b
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 Listen to Neil talk about the differences between French and English people.  Write down in your own words in the left column what he says about some “typical” French characteristics and about the English ones in the right column.  After combine these elements to write a summary of what Neil says.

	French 
	British 

	
	


………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

Activity 6
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 Read the following fax which Neil sent to his counterpart in another opera house.  Some key phrases have been left out.  Fill in the blanks.

	opéra national de lyon

Président : Raymond Barre

Directeur : Alain Durel

Place de la Comédie – BP 1219

69203 Lyon cedex 01

tél. +33 (0) 4 72 00 45 00

fax +33 (0) 4 72 00 45 93
	FAX TRANSMISSION

For Maestro Christian BADER

Fax 001 614 451 1956

From Neil BEARDMORE (assistant conductor)

Fax 04.72.00.54.39

	Maestro,

I’m sending you this fax after __________ a message from your Paris agent, Mme Dupont.  She confirmed that you __________ be in Columbus at the beginning of November, and that you __________ me a marked-up score here in Lyon.  I was a little concerned because as of this morning (when I received her fax), I __________ the score.  Fortunately, one of my colleagues informed me that the postal service __________ our mail to Paris from time to time, assuming that after the first two words in the address it must be going to Paris.  If  we__________ thought of this, it __________ weeks before they found the time to send it on to us. __________ this may set us back a bit, a two-week delay, as you well know, __________ spelt disaster for our rehearsal stage. __________ in England, we absolutely must take advantage of every day possible here to ensure proper preparation.  So, as soon as I __________ this score of “Falstaff”, I __________ telephone you to discuss any questions arising out of it.

Wishing you all the best, and looking very 

much forward to our future collaboration, 

Neil Beardmore


Activity 7
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 Write an article justifying major decisions you made in your life.  Say how different things would have been if you had made different decisions, and what consequences this would have had on your life.

………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

( TELEPHONE TASK (
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 Be prepared for a telephone interview with a world famous journalist about your professional life.  He or she will certainly ask you about decisions you have made in your life.  Compare what you would be doing today if you had made different decisions and what you would or could have done in the past with what you really have done or do today. 
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Mozart did not die young.





America was never discovered.





Computers were never invented.





Aliens visited the Earth.





Germany won the Second World War.





You were not born in France.
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